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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS    
It’s October, and boats are coming out of the water 
daily. I took the “Merrytyme” out last Tuesday and ran 
into a little trouble. Because of not going on any long 
trips this boating season, my port engine overheated. 
This was due to the build-up of zebra muscles on the 
water intake. They are as bad as I’ve ever seen them 
and can cause all types of problems. Clean off the 
water intake area, if you can, before you take any trips. 
 
“Oktoberfest” at the Bavarian Inn was well attended 
with over 20 MBC members showing up to party the 
German way. Plenty of beer was consumed, and the 
weather cooperated by not being too cool. Thanks 
again to Wayne and Lynne Happel for chairing this 
event. Be sure to check out the picnic and 
“Oktoberfest” pictures in this issue. 
 
Our next event is our annual “Trivia Contest & Chili 
Dump” at the clubhouse on October 23rd. Tom 
McElwee and Dave Risch are captaining this event. 
Along with the great food and contest fun, we will be 
nominating our slate of officers for the coming year. 
Vice-Commodore Grey Halstead will be running this 
meeting, as Bonnie and I will be in Florida. I hope you’ll 
be able to attend this meeting, and I urge you to 
become more involved by considering a position for 
next year. Remember, you only get out of a club what 
you put into it. 
 
Thanks also to Dan Danowski and his son David for 
donating the file cabinet, which is now in the clubhouse 
and will be used to hold the MBC albums (currently in 
my office). 
 
Hope to see you soon, 
 

Pete Merryfield 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
October 14 Captains’ (First Mates’) Breakfast 
 9:00 A.M. Bluemound Gardens 
 Captain Wayne Happel 
 
October 23 “Chili Dump” and Trivia Contest 
 6:30 P.M. Harborside Yacht Center 
 (A-L bring hearty appetizers/salads;  

M-Z bring appetizers/desserts) 
 Captains Tom McElwee and Dave Risch 
 
November 11 Captains’ (First Mates’) Breakfast 
 9:00 A.M. Bluemound Gardens 
 Captain Wayne Happel 
 
November 20 Educational Program and 
 “Ethnic Food Night” 
 (A-G bring desserts; H-Z hearty appetizers/salads) 
 Captain Jim Heyden 
 
 

 BIRTHDAYS 
Wish the following members a happy birthday! 

 
OCTOBER NOVEMBER 
17 Joan Czaplicki  6  Pete Zierden 
19 Sandi Kowalski  9  Marian Grasse 
19 Pat Moran  16 JoAnn Shaw 
21 Marilyn McCormick 17 Cam McElwee 
21 Jeri Paddock  18 Grey Halstead 
25 Lee Hart   26 Charlene Zierden 
27 Sally Mergener  27 Jim Heyden 
28 Denis Molloy  28 Vance Werner 
31 Sam Graubner 



October 2008    Vol. 51 No. 10 
 

 2

Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1463 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1463 
http://www.milwaukeeboatclub.com 
 
OFFICERS 
Commodore.................................... Pete Merryfield 
Vice-Commodore & Cruise Director Grey Halstead 
Senior Pilot ......................................Wayne Happel 
Purser.................................................Dave Dorner 
Yeoman...................................... Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Membership .............. Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Programs ........................... Jim Heyden 
Director of House & Equipment ..............................  
Directors of RefreshmentsDaryl and Christine Grubbs 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
LMYA Representative .....................Wayne Happel 
Boat US Agent........................................Mary Berg 
The Runabouter Editor .......................Liz Beaudoin 
Advertising ..................................... Pete Merryfield 
Scuttlebutt .............. Mary Berg, Gloria Larsen, and 
................................................... Bonnie Merryfield 
Webmaster ........................................ Daryl Grubbs 
Dry Dock & Welfare.....................Charlene Zierden 
Club Sales.................................. Nancy Grabowski 
Audit and Bylaws........................ Nancy Grabowski 
Cruise Directory Advertising........... Pete Merryfield 
Historians ... Cindy Halstead and Bonnie Merryfield 
Keeper of the Log...................................................  
Photographers..... Cindy Halstead, Kim Heser, and 
................................................... Bonnie Merryfield 
 

DRY DOCK 
 

MBC member Ellen Baugher underwent heart bypass 
surgery on October 3rd at Waukesha Memorial 
Hospital. Ellen was in the hospital for about a week and 
now will have four to six weeks of recuperation.  
 
Milwaukee Boat Club members are keeping Andy and 
Ellen in their thoughts and prayers and sending best 
wishes for a speedy recovery.  

Chili Dump/Trivia Contest 
Thursday, October 23, 2008 

6:30 PM 
Harborside Yacht Center Clubroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Captains Dave Risch and Tom McElwee 
 

Bring sufficient warm or hot chili (not frozen) for 
each of you and any guests you may bring. It will 

all be dumped into the club's 80-quart pot to 
simmer. 

 
A - L bring hearty appetizers/salads; 

M - Z bring appetizers/desserts  
 

Beer and soda will be supplied; rye bread, butter, 
chopped onions, grated cheese, sour cream, and 

hot sauce will also be provided. 
 

Bring your "thinking caps" for the nautical trivia 
contest run by our captains at this event, which is 

always a great time! 
 

See you there! 
 
 

OKTOBERFEST 2008 
 
Milwaukee Boat Club’s “Oktoberfest” get-together at 
the Bavarian Inn was an afternoon and evening of 
friends, food, and dancing. To everyone’s appreciation, 
Wayne and Lynne Happel arrived early and reserved 
tables inside and outside the beer hall. Among those 
who attended were Leo Wagner & Sue Ring-Wagner, 
bringing along Sue’s father Rudy, who was delightful 
and fit right in with our group. Others who enjoyed the 
festivities were Dick & Nancy Grabowski, Denis Molloy 
& Pat Moran, as well as Pat’s son Brad, Gene & Kathy 
Schnagl, Steve & JoAnn Shaw, Berny & Gloria Larsen, 
Grey & Cindy Halstead, Russ & Mary Berg, and Pete & 
Bonnie Merryfield. The weather was perfect, and we 
had a great time! 
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INTRODUCING…JOE AND  
NANCY BOPPRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associate members Joe and Nancy Boppre (Beau 
Pray) were first introduced to Milwaukee Boat Club at 
our “Shove-Off-Spree,” attending as guests of their 
close friends Jim and Connie Heyden. Joe and Nancy 
were impressed by the friendly welcome they received, 
decided to join MBC, and were initiated into the club at 
our annual picnic. 
 
Joe and Nancy have been married for 31 years and 
live on Waukesha’s southwest side. Joe grew up in 
Milwaukee and attended Custer High School. He 
received his BS degree in K-12 physical education 
from UW-Oshkosh and began teaching at Clarendon 
Avenue Elementary School in Mukwonago, which is 
where he met Nancy. 
 
Nancy is a native of Des Plaines, Illinois and attended 
UW-Whitewater, graduating with a BS degree in 
elementary education. Nancy began her career as 
librarian at Clarendon and then decided she wanted to 
be in the classroom teaching. She taught first grade 
and then second grade for 33 years. 
 
After teaching for eight years, Joe decided to embark 
on a career in sales and became a sales manager and 
sales representative in telecommunications sales for 
MCI. Joe finished his sales career at Nextel (now 
Sprint/Nextel). His last position was government 
account sales rep dealing with the FBI, Secret Service, 
U.S. Marshall’s Department, the Fire and Police 
Departments, the State of Wisconsin, and the Army, 
Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard. 
 
The Boppres are the proud parents of two sons. Ryan 
(29), his wife Daina, and their 2½ year-old daughter 
Katelynn live in Waukesha. Son Shaun (26) was 
married this past June, and he and his wife Katie also 
reside in Waukesha.  
 

Joe and Nancy both love boating and water sports. 
Joe’s parents owned a boat while he was growing up, 
and later he and Nancy had their own fishing boat. 
Now, they have two jet skis, which they often operate, 
on Pewaukee Lake. They’ve also enjoyed jet-skiing 
with the Heydens in the Wisconsin Dells area. 
 
Joe and Nancy retired two years ago, and as so many 
of us have learned for ourselves, are busier than ever. 
Since retiring, Joe has delivered flowers for Waukesha 
Floral and Greenhouse and is currently working in the 
lab courier pool for Waukesha Memorial Hospital, 
delivering and picking up lab specimens. 
 
Now that they’re not working full-time, Joe and Nancy 
have more time for their many outside interests and 
volunteer work. Besides being active in their church, 
they volunteer for the Blood Center of Wisconsin. They 
are involved in the Center’s blood and media drives 
and help out at the blood centers when needed. Nancy 
was a featured speaker at the Center’s volunteer 
appreciation dinner. Nancy is also a Wish Granter for 
children with life threatening illnesses through the 
“Make-a Wish Foundation” and very involved with an 
international organization, P.E.O. This organization 
which began in the late 1800's provides funding for 
women in need who wish to further their education.  
 
Both Joe and Nancy are “people-people” and this 
summer worked for Ellen Zilli’s Catering in Waukesha, 
which included bartending for 22,000 Froedtert 
Hospital employees at the Milwaukee County Zoo. 
During the Harley-Davidson “105th” anniversary 
celebration, the couple bartended for Major Goolsby’s 
during the Bruce Springsteen concert at Veterans’ 
Park, which was an experience they won’t soon forget! 
 
“Once a teacher, always a teacher,” Nancy enjoys 
occasional substitute teaching in her former school 
district, Mukwonago, and also for the Waukesha 
School District. Joe says he does some golfing, good-
naturedly describing himself as a “hacker.” He was a 
Green Bay Packer fan “until they traded Brett Favre.” 
Both Joe and Nancy belong to a health club and enjoy 
working out, which probably keeps them in tip-top 
shape for all of those outside interests! 
 
We’re delighted that this fun-loving and energetic 
couple decided to fit MBC into their busy schedule. To 
Joe and Nancy, Milwaukee Boat Club extends a most 
heartfelt…Welcome Aboard! 

Bonnie Merryfield 
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MBC’S “51ST” ANNIVERSARY AND FALL 
PICNIC 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2008 
 
You can look at the photos in this issue, but if you 
weren’t at the Dorners’ “Riverside Resort” on the 
Milwaukee River, you can’t appreciate what a 
wonderful time everyone had. Dave and Judy were 
gracious and welcoming hosts, and we couldn’t have 
ordered a better day. It goes without saying that the 
food everyone contributed was delicious, and everyone 
had a chance to visit and swap boating stories of the 
too-short season.  
 
The horseshoe game players were out in full force, with 
the river providing a beautiful background for their 
game. Captain Dave took party-goers for river rides on 
Dorners' pontoon "Does Knot,” and many said they had 
no idea there was that much natural beauty so close to 
a busy commercial area. “Hostess with the mostest” 
Judy supervised the party, and we were having so 
much fun that the Dorners’ friendly next-door neighbor 
Sue even joined us! Steve and JoAnn Shaw brought 
their dog Brandi who made the acquaintance of 
Thomas the Cat who lives next door to the Dorners. Of 
course, we had to have the traditional “Quarters Game” 
and needed two big tables for all the participants. 
Enthusiasm ran high, winners, including Shirley Wier, 
were many, and new recruits will definitely want to play 
again! Gloria Mitchelson engineered the ever-energetic 
“Hat Game” which Nancy Grabowski won, and not for 
the first time! Grey Halstead took charge of the grilling 
with help from his assistants, and we all ate more fresh 
corn than we thought possible. Joe and Nancy Boppre 
were made official MBC members, and it was a great 
way to end the summer!  
 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
 
Warm Pizza Dip 
 
12 oz cream cheese, softened 
1 ½ c. homemade pizza sauce (1 ½ c. tomato sauce, 
seasoned with 2 heaping tsp. Penzey's Pizza 
Seasoning and 1 tsp. ground fennel seed) 
1 large onion chopped 
3 c. shredded mozzarella cheese 
1 (3.5-oz) pkg sliced pepperoni, (I used hot & spicy), 
coarsely chopped 

1 can (6 oz) pitted medium black olives, drained, then 
sliced and coarsely chopped 
1 tbsp. Penzey’s Italian Herb Blend 
Crackers or bread rounds 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Spread the softened cream cheese in the bottom of 

a greased medium, oval, baking dish.  
3. Top with layers of pizza sauce, onion, cheese, 

pepperoni, and olives in the order given. Sprinkle 
Italian seasoning evenly over the top. 

4. Bake until heated through, about 20-30 minutes. 
 
Serve with crackers or bread rounds. 
 
Cheesy Chili Squares 
 
4 tbsp. butter 
5 eggs 
¼ c. flour  
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
Dash of cayenne pepper 
2 ¼ c. shredded Monterey Jack cheese 
1 heaping cup small curd cottage cheese 
1 (4-oz) can diced green chilis 
2 tbsp. canned jalapeno pepper slices, chopped 
 
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
2. Melt butter in 9-in. square baking pan in the oven. 
3. In a large bowl, whisk the eggs until well blended.  
4. Stir in the flour, baking powder, salt, and cayenne.  
5. Tip the baking pan to coat the bottom and sides of 

the pan; add the melted butter to the egg mixture. 
6. Add the Monterey Jack cheese, cottage cheese, 

chilis, and jalapenos and blend well. 
7. Pour the mixture into the buttered pan and bake 15 

minutes.  
8. Reduce the oven temperature to 350 degrees and 

bake 30-35 minutes longer, until the top is lightly 
browned and a knife inserted in the center shows 
no evidence of uncooked egg.  

9. Let cool on a rack at least 10 minutes. Cut into 1-
1½  inch squares.  
 

(If made in advance, cover and refrigerate up to two 
days. Freeze for longer storage.)  
 
Serve warm or at room temperature.  
 

Submitted by Sue Ring-Wagner 
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ANNUAL MBC PICNIC AT DAVE & JUDY DORNERS' RIVERFRONT HOME 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Dorners' "Does Knot" = Clockwise from left:    Left to right: Denis Moran, Captain Dave Dorner, 
guest Karen Schmidt, Patty Heibel, Jim Palmieri,   Daryl Grubbs, Jim & Polly Eastberg, Leo Wagner 
Jane Knollenberg, Pat Moran, Christine Grubbs, Sue Ring-Wagner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Lou Wier, Bob Knollenberg, Dick Grabowski, Gene Schnagl,  
Bob Kowalski, Berny Larsen, guest Roger Tolfa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The "Quarters Game" ladies = Left to right: Jane,    Left to right: Gloria Larsen, Shirley Wier, Nancy  
guest Sue Tolfa, guest Karen Schmidt, Cam McElwee,   Grabowski, Polly, Sandy Kowalski,  
hostess Judy Dorner       Bonnie Merryfield, Gloria Mitchelson 
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ANNUAL MBC PICNIC AT DAVE & JUDY DORNERS' RIVERFRONT HOME 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Connie Heyden, Linda Nelson, Joe & Nancy Boppre   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      JoAnn Shaw & Brandi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judy Dorner & Sharon Lustig 
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ANNUAL MBC PICNIC AT DAVE & JUDY DORNERS' RIVERFRONT HOME 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2008 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Horseshoes Gamers =  
 Left to right: Gene, Craig Heser (not pictured) vs. Grey Halstead & Pete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Membership Bonnie installs Joe & Nancy as new members 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The famous "Hat Game" as directed by Gloria Mitchelson The winner of the "Hat Game" - again!  

Nancy Grabowski 
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OKTOBERFEST AT BAVARIAN INN 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue Ring-Wagner, Leo Wagner, and Sue's dad Rudy  Event organizers Wayne & Lynne Happel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nancy & Dick Grabowski 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rudy, Denis Molloy, Pat Moran, & her son Brad   Gene & Kathy Schnagl & Leo 
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OKTOBERFEST AT BAVARIAN INN 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve & JoAnn Shaw       Gloria & Berny Larsen & guests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grey & Cindy Halstead 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Russ & Mary Berg       Pete & Bonnie Merryfield 
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 FIRST CLASS MAIL 
THE RUNABOUTER Editor 
Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc. 
4050 South Barland Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53235 
 

 

   
 

 


	Pete Merryfield
	Bonnie Merryfield
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