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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS    
 
By now, the boats are put away, and the winterizing 
chores are done. Not the best time of year for a boater, 
but there are still two more 2007 scheduled events for 
the Milwaukee Boat Club. 
 
I want to thank Vice-Commodore Grey Halstead and 
his wife Cindy for filling in for Bonnie and me at the 
October 25th meeting. With Grey and Craig Heser at 
the kettle, there was plenty of delicious chili for 
everyone. 
 
Our next meeting, an educational meeting, will be held 
on November 15th beginning at 6:30 P.M. We will be 
providing pizza and conducting elections for 2008. 
While we hope our slate of positions is filled, we are 
always looking for more volunteers. Following the 
business meeting, we will have a guest speaker, John 
Enright, whose program features “Lighthouses Near 
Milwaukee.” John is an expert on the subject of 
lighthouses and is on the Board of Directors of the 
North Point Lighthouse Friends. We’re anticipating a 
large turnout as it promises to be an interesting and 
entertaining program. 
 
Our last event of the year is the 2007 “Commodore’s 
Ball” to be held December 1st at the Clarion Hotel. The 
invitation and details are in this newsletter and on the 
MBC website. Payment for the event should be made 
to Senior Pilot Wayne Happel. 
 
Just a reminder, your 2008 MBC dues are payable on 
or before December 1st. The renewal form is also in 
this newsletter. 
 
See you at the November meeting and at the 
“Commodore’s Ball.” 
 

Pete Merryfield  
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

November 13 Captains & Admirals’ Breakfast 

November 15 Club Meeting, 6:30 P.M. 

December 1 Annual Commodores’ Ball 

December 4 Captains’ & Admirals’ Breakfast 

January 28, 2008 Club Planning  
Meeting, 7:30 P.M. 

 

 BIRTHDAYS 
Wish the following members a happy birthday! 

 
  NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

6 Pete Zierden 5 Bill Johnson 
9 Marian Grasse 17 Diana Garnier 
17 Cam McElwee 20 Pete Merryfield 
18 Grey Halstead 22 Mary Bykowski 
26 Charlene Zierden 30 Bernie Larsen 
27 Jim Heyden 
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Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1463 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1463 
http://www.milwaukeeboatclub.com 
 
OFFICERS 
Commodore........................................... Pete Merryfield 
Vice-Commodore & Cruise Director .......Grey Halstead 
Senior Pilot ............................................. Wayne Happel 
Purser ........................................................ Dave Dorner 
Yeoman ..............................................Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Membership ......................Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Programs ...................................Jim Heyden 
Director of House & Equipment .................. Bud Martiny 
Co-directors of Refreshments......................................... 
............................................ Daryl and Christine Grubbs 
Past Commodore........................................ Craig Heser 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
LMYA Representative............................. Wayne Happel 
Boat US Agent............................................... Mary Berg 
The Runabouter Editor ..............................Liz Beaudoin 
Advertising............................................. Pete Merryfield 
Scuttlebutt...................... Mary Berg, Gloria Larsen, and 
............................................................Bonnie Merryfield 
Webmaster ............................................... Daryl Grubbs 
Dry Dock & Welfare ............................Charlene Zierden 
Club Sales ......................................... Nancy Grabowski 
Audit and Bylaws ............................... Nancy Grabowski 
Cruise Directory Advertising .................. Pete Merryfield 
Historians........... Cindy Halstead and Bonnie Merryfield 
Keeper of the Log ......................................Mary Martiny 
Photographers ............ Cindy Halstead, Kim Heser, and 
............................................................Bonnie Merryfield 

 
MILWAUKEE BOAT CLUB MINUTES 

October 25, 2007 
 
Vice-Commodore Grey Halstead, standing in for Pete 
Merryfield, vacationing in Fort Myers, Florida, called 
the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
The minutes were read from the last meeting held at 
Harborside, which was May 17, 2007. The minutes 
were approved with no additions or corrections. 
 
Officer’s reports: 
Vice-Commodore Grey Halstead reminded everyone to 
send in their membership renewal if they had not yet 
done so. Renewals are due by December 1st. 

Senior Pilot Craig Heser, reporting for Wayne Happel, 
let people know that Wayne has 30% off coupons for 
the Clarion Hotel for the night of Commodore’s Ball, 
December 1st. 
 
Purser Dave Dorner reported a March 21, 2007 starting 
balance of $3406.56. Income for the period of May 17, 
2007 through October 24, 2007 totaled $2778.00. Club 
expenses for the same period totaled $4526.62. The 
final balance as of October 24, 2007 is $1676.23. 
 
Director of Membership – As of October 25, 2007, the 
club has 84 full time members, seven honorary, with a 
total of 91 members. Our newest member, Lynda 
Nelson, submitted her application to Bonnie at the 
MBC 50th anniversary party. Many members have 
already met Lynda. She helped out as our interim 
Runabouter editor at the beginning of this year. 
 
The club has received many “thank you’s” from former 
members who were invited to the 50th anniversary 
celebrations.  Bonnie will read them at the November 
meeting. 
 
Director of Programs – The November 15th meeting will 
be the educational meeting. John Enright will give a 
presentation on “Lake Michigan Lighthouses.” John is 
raising awareness and donations for the lighthouses.  
Kathy Schnagl made a motion to raise extra money for 
pizza at the meeting. The motion was seconded.  Dave 
Dorner suggested we raise $150 to donate. 
 
Director of House & Equipment – No report 
 
Director of Refreshments – Christine Grubbs reminded 
members that we have MBC mugs for sale at $7.00 
each. 
 
Dry Dock & Welfare – Tom McElwee is recovering 
nicely from his hip replacement surgery.  Ken Rupena 
is recovering at home.  Please keep Jeff Addie in your 
thoughts and prayers as he battles lung cancer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM. followed by 
the always delicious “chili dump.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Halstead 
(standing in for Bonnie Merryfield – Yeoman – 

Milwaukee Boat Club) 
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MBC BURGEE TAKEN TO THE HEART 
OF EUROPE!  

 
This August, I took a European vacation to a memorial 
service for B-17 veterans in the Czech Republic. My 
uncle, James A. Weiler, was a 22-year old pilot of a B-
17 when killed in action over the White Carpathian 
Mountains on Aug. 29th, 1944. It was the worst loss of 
U.S. airmen in a single battle. In 15 minutes, nine B-
17's, one B-24, and 100 airmen were shot down with 
41 killed. All but two of the 59 survivors were prisoners 
of war. The local townspeople held memorial services 
at the various crash sites as they have for the past 63 
years, vowing never to forget. One of the sites is in the 
City of Slavicin, Czech Republic.  
 
It also happens to be the geographical center of 
Europe, equidistant from all the major countries. What 
better place to fly the MBC burgee than the crossroads 
of Europe! 
  

I gave each of my four Czech hosts an MBC burgee as 
a remembrance of my visit. If interested in visiting this 
beautiful area, contact me for the details. 
 
I also traveled to Houston for a reunion where I was 
officially made the co-historian of the 2nd Bomb group. 
I have been successful in helping Czech historians 
locate U.S. families of B-17 veterans so their stories 
can be published in an upcoming book about the great 
air battles over the Czech Republic. I played the photos 
of my Czech Republic trip at the check-in table and 
convinced two others to make the trip. Bonnie Hellums, 
the president of 2nd Bomb group, has Czech 
grandparents and knows a few of the swear words. 
She'd like to visit and find some of her relatives around  

Prague. I promised her a tour of the Aviation museum 
in Prague. The Hamms family from Oregon is also 
interested in the trip. Their son Jon, an avid 
videographer, interviewed so many vets and shot so 
much tape, I had to lend him a spare. 
  
I spent the first evening in Houston looking through 
history books and discovered more information about 
my Uncle Jim's flight. I found pictures of the craters on 
a Czech farm where the bombs were salvoed before 
the crash and photos of the fighter that shot down 
"Mary" – a mystery name until we discovered that it 
was listed on the German fighter report. The report was 
written the day of the battle and was just what I had 
hoped to find. In addition, during the trip, I was lucky 
enough to get a B-17 ride with two B-17 vets.  
 

 
 

 
 

Todd Weiler 
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LIGHTHOUSES NEAR MILWAUKEE 
 

Speaker: John Enright 
Thursday, November 15th 

7:30 p.m. (after Officer Elections) 
 

   
John Enright  Port Washington Light Station  North Point Light Station 

 
John Enright has an avocation in lighthouses. After half a dozen or more summers as a cruising sailor, he welcomed 
the chance to see anything that fills the whole field of view of a camera after endless rolls of film showing mostly sea 
and sky!   
 
For the past three years, he has been a tour guide at the Port Washington Light Station atop St. Mary’s Hill and 
helped out in other ways with artifacts and tour programs. Very recently, on October 8, 2007, the Port Washington 
Light Station installed a magnificent new 4th order Fresnel lens in the tower. It is beautiful in daylight and more 
beautiful at night! 
 
For more than two years, John has been on the Board of Directors of the North Point Lighthouse Friends. The Friends 
are restoring the lighthouse in Milwaukee’s fabulous Lake Park and will operate it as a visitors’ museum after 
extensive renovation of the tower and the keeper’s quarters is completed in spring of 2008.  Some remarkable artifacts 
will be on display and tower views will be available to the public and pre-arranged groups. 
 
John was a sailor and is on the educational crew on the sailing vessel Denis Sullivan where he teaches students 
about Lake Michigan and properties of water. 
 
The 45-minute presentation includes North Point and Port Washington Lighthouses. The scope includes a current 
view of many lighthouses from Kenosha to Door County and touches upon Lake Winnebago and the Apostle Islands 
in Lake Superior.   
 
John will also tell us the role of women in light keeping.  He’ll cover hardships endured by a light-keeper and his or her 
family in past days. He may lapse into stories of Great Lakes shipwrecks – adventurous stories that never have happy 
endings. If requested, he might pepper the whole presentation with a little “salty” language just to keep the folks 
awake and alert. 
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MILWAUKEE BOAT CLUB 
2007 COMMODORES BALL 

 
Saturday, December 1st 

At the Clarion Hotel - Airport 
5311 South Howell Avenue 

                                                 
Cocktails  5:30 PM 
Dinner   6:30 PM 
Officer Ceremony 7:30 PM 

 
Gift Exchange and Dancing to Follow 

(Gift exchange is at your option. If you would like to participate, $10 maximum please) 
 

 
 
Selection A: Filet Mignon 

 8 oz. Choice tenderloin filet broiled to perfection  $35 
 

Selection B: Chicken Cordon Bleu 
  Hand-rolled chicken breast with ham and Swiss cheese, 
  topped with Morney sauce and served with wild rice  $29 
 
Selection C: Seafood Stuffed Sole 
  Filet of sole stuffed with chef’s own crab and seafood blend, 
  served with wild rice       $29  

 
See or call Wayne for a 30% off (all room types) coupon at the Clarion. 

 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------Detach Here---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Name: ______________________________ Name: ______________________________ 
 
Selection: ______     Selection: _______ 
 

Send checks made out to MBC no later than November 21st to: 
 

Wayne Happel 
17450 Echo Lane 

Brookfield, WI  53045 
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AHOY, MATEY! 
IT’S TIME TO PAY  
YOUR 2008 DUES! 
 
The MBC bylaws state, all dues are payable on or before December 1st of each year. Any member whose 
annual dues have not been paid to the club purser by December 1st shall be deemed in arrears and not in 
good standing. If a member has not paid his annual dues to the club purser by January 1st, the membership 
shall be terminated, his name shall be removed from the roll of members, and he shall cease to be a 
member of the club. 
 
If you are planning on NOT rejoining (we hope not), you MUST notify either the commodore or the yeoman 
in writing of such desire, so the club has an accurate list of members for the 2008 Cruise Directory. Because 
new members accepted in 2007 paid dues on a prorated basis, they are now required to pay 2008 dues. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2008 MBC Dues Notice 
All members: fill out this form completely. Print or type, as information is used for printing the membership 
roster in the 2008 cruise directory. Make checks payable to “Milwaukee Boat Club” and mail them to Bonnie 
Merryfield, N8 W31219 Salem Ct., Delafield, WI 53018-2921. 
 
PAYABLE BY DECEMBER 1, 2007: $70 
Note: Dues for age 65 or older are reduced and are $50 per year. 
 
Name:   Spouse/Significant Other’s Name:      

Month/Date of Birth:    Month/date of Spouse/Significant Other’s Birth:    

Street Address:     City:      State:   Zip:    

Second Mailing Address (Retirees):     City:     State:   Zip:    

What Months?   E-mail:            

Home Phone:   Business Phone:      Boat Phone:       

Name of Boat:     Make:     Length:     

Single or Twin and Horsepower:      If Sail, Number:       

Where is boat kept during boating season?         Slip Number:     

I certify that I carry liability insurance on my boat with (company name):         

Policy number:    

Signature of Member/Boat Owner:             
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
THE RUNABOUTER Editor 
Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc. 
4050 South Barland Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53235 
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