
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 11, 2018  Shove-Off-Spree
Captain: Connie Heyden

May 21, 2018   Monday Madness
     Captain: Vince & Lynn Verhasselt
June 11, 2018   Monday Madness
      Captain: Dick & Karen Schmidt
June 15-17, 2018  LMYA Cruise to Port Washington
      Captain: Jim Mergener
June 23, 2018  Champagne/Cold Party

Captains Grey & Cindy Halstead
July 7-9, 2018   LMYA Open House - South
      Shore Yacht Club
July 12, 2018    Inland Lake Cruise - Okauchee
      Captain: Dave Dorner
August 15, 2018  Wednesday Madness - Seven
      Seas

Captains Ron & Heidi Bongiovanni
August 24, 2018   MBC/SSYC Cruise to Racine/
      Prairie Harbor
      Captain: George Graubner
September 8, 2018  MBC Annual Picnic
      Captain: Connie Heyden
September 17, 2018 Monday Madness
       Captains: Vance & Kathy Werner
October 6, 20178 Gangster Tour - Chicago
       Captains: Connie Heyden
October 19, 2018 MBC Meeting - UWM Freah
      Water School
       Captain: Halsteads & McElwees
November 7, 2018 Wednesday Madness
      Captains: Tom & Cam McElwee
November 15, 2018 Meeting, Election of Officers

        Trivia Contest - Craig & Kim Heser
November 30, 2018  Commodores Ball
      Captain: Connie Heyden
December 7 or 8, 2018 Madness Event - Miller

     Christmas Lights
Captain Donna Danowski

January 17, 2019  Planning Meeting
    Captain Vice Commodore
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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

It appears we have seen the last gasp of
winter and spring has arrived.  The last patch of
snow finally melted off our roof on April 30, the
boat yards are humming with activity, and slips
are beginning to fill.

For a while it seemed like we were entering
a new ice age.  Grey Halstead, Barbara and I
were at the McKinley Roundhouse on April 16
before dawn waiting to reserve dates for
upcoming events.  The temperature was in the
low twenties and we had to climb over snowbanks
to get to the front door.  The good news is, thanks
to Grey, Milwaukee Boat Club has the Pavilion
reserved for the Champagne and Cold Duck party
on June 23.

As usual, the April Fox and Hounds event
was a big success. The turnout was great and
the food was outstanding.  Thanks go out to Dave
and Carollyn Schneckenberg for a wonderful
evening. Also, thanks to Wayne and Lynn Happel
for organizing the April Monday (Tuesday)
Madness at Park Avenue Pizza Pewaukee.

Our next meeting will be at the Shove-Off-
Spree on Friday May 11 at the Seven Seas with
cocktails starting at 6:00 PM. Dinner on the
eastern shore of Nagawicka Lake is a great way
to kick off the boating season.

Hope to see you all there.

Commodore
Scott Burke



BIRTHDAYS
Wish the following members a

Happy Birthday!

May       June
3 Shirley Weir    3 Lynne Happel
6 Gene Schnagl   22 Tom McElwee
13 Bob Kowalski   22 Sue Ring-Wagner
13 Gloria Larsen   25 John Goetzman
19 Kim Heser    27 Russ Berg
22 Andy Baugher  27 Heidi Bongiovanni
27 Nancy Nikolaus

Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc.
N29W26147 Coachman Drive
Pewaukee, WI  53072
http://www.milwaukeeboatclub.com

OFFICERS
Commodore                          Scott Burke
Vice-Commodore & Cruise Director
 George Graubner
Senior Pilot                            Connie Heyden
Purser                                Dave Schneckenberg
Yeoman                                 Barb Burke
Director of Membership       Bonnie Merryfield
 until May after that TBA
Director of Programs             Russ Berg
Director of House & Equipment    Tom McElwee
Director of Refreshments              Leo Wagner
Past-Commodore                          Mary Berg

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
LMYA Representative                   Wayne Happel
Boat US Agent                                     Mary Berg
The Runabouter Editor                     Dave Dorner
Advertising                                     Lynda Nelson
Scuttlebutt                     Mary Berg, Gloria Larsen

& Bonnie Merryfield
Webmaster                                       Dave Dorner
Dry Dock & Welfare                   Charlene Zierden
Club Sales                                TBD
Audit and Bylaws                      TBD
Cruise Directory Advertising         Pete Merryfield
Historians/Photographers            Cindy Halstead,
Kim Heser, Bonnie Merryfield, & Connie Heyden
Keeper of the Log                     Sue Ring-Wagner
Editors of Club Directory          Bonnie Merryfield

                                                 and Dave Dorner

FOR SALE:
1979  36' S2 Sail Boat

New cabin floor, new Yanmar engine in-
stalled  in 2003, Harkin roller furl, Harkin self-
tailing jib winches, refrigeration system installed,
heater/air conditioner installed, color GPS - radio
- auto helm st5000 auto pilot, knot meter - depth
finder

CALL Vince Verhasselt  414-704-3306

Dry Dock and
Welfare

Please keep Pete Merryfield
in your thoughts and
prayers as he continues
fighting for better health.  And also, for
Bonnie for all the stress and long hours
watching over Pete.

Monday Madness on
May 21st will be at the

Steak Out
6300 Industrial loop 

Greendale, Wis.

Loomis & Collage

Cocktails @ 5:00  to when ever
dinner to follow.

RSVP Lynn Verhasselt
414-704-4453
414-423-9455

Poohbear.lv@gmail.com
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Wayne, Dave, Grey, Ken & Scott

Heidi & Lynn

Kathy, Peggy & Donna

Fox and Hounds Dinner  - April 4, 2018

Tricia, Lynne & Sandy

Is Barb Asking Carollyn, “Have
you been drinking my wine?”

On a not-so-like spring
evening, 32 MBC members at-
tended the annual Fox and
Hounds Restaurant dinner. The
event was their buy one entrée
get the second one free dinner
special.

The evening began with everyone gathering
around the bar, some close to the warm fireplace.
With drinks in hand we all were able to enjoy
conversations with our boating friends. Our dinner
selections from the MBC menu were served in the
Hunt Room. The dinners were tasty. The marble
cake with raspberry filling was up to expectations.
A great time was had by all.

Submitted by David Schneckenberg
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Fox and Hounds Dinner  - Continued

Barb, Bill & Connie

The Head Waiter Oversees the Assembly

The Princesses and Knights of the Round Table
Discuss the Upcomming Summer Cruisades.
John, Mary Ann, Nita, Cam, Tom & Dave

Vince & Ron

Dave, Carollyn, Barb & Bill

Cam & Nita



Sally, Lynne & Wayne

Dick, Wayne, Lynn & Sam

Tom, Lynne & Karen

Once again we met on April 24th at Park
Avenue Pizza in Pewaukee for the clubs Tuesday
Madness.  We had an excellent turnout of 23
members.

Members gathered in the bar area for Happy
Hour and visiting.  The private dining area
provided for us was open all evening and
members slowly gravitated to it when they were
ready to eat.  Turned out we were all seated at
about the same time at two long extended tables.
The service was excellent and as always the menu
had many choices and the food was great.

This is the fourth year we have had the
Madness event at Park Avenue and always have
been pleased with the bar, food and service.  We
look forward to once again planning this event
for the spring of 2019.

Wayne & Lynne

Peggy, Dave & Carollyn

Bill, Grey & Barb Lynn, Sam & George

Tuesday Madness - April 24
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Tuesday Madness - Continued

Joe, Peggy, Dave, Carollyn,
Jim, Mary, Russ & Leo

Connie & Jim

Mary & SueVince, Dan & Donna

MINUTES OF THE April 4, 2018  MEETING OF
MILWAUKEE BOAT CLUB 

The April 4, 2018 meeting of Milwaukee Boat Club was called to order
by Commodore Scott Burke at Fox and Hounds Restaurant at 8:30 p.m.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
Scott thanked Dave and Carollyn Schneckenberg for organizing the Fox

and Hounds event.  He reminded members that our next month’s meeting will be held at the Seven
Seas Restaurant on May 11.  Scott also asked members to start thinking about a slate of officers for
next year.

A reminder that Monday Madness in April will be held on Tuesday, April 24 at the Park Avenue
Pizza Company in Pewaukee.  The Champagne and Cold Duck party will be held at the McKinley
Pavilion on June 23.

No reports from Vice Commodore George Graubner or Senior Pilot Connie Heyden.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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A Little Nauticle History

In 1812, the British ship Isabella,
captained by George Higton, was
shipwrecked off Eagle Island (part of the
Falkland Islands). Most of the crew were
rescued by the American sealer Nanina
which was built and operated out of the
whaling port city of Hudson, NY, and
commanded by Captain Charles Barnard.
Barnard, realizing that the castaways
were unaware of the War of 1812,
informed the survivors that they were at
war with each other, but agreed to rescue
them. Realizing that he would require
more provisions for the expanded number
of passengers, Barnard and a few others
went out in a party to hunt for meat on the
nearby New Island. During his absence,
the British seized Nanina and left Barnard
and his men on New Island. Barnard and
his party were finally rescued by the
British whalers

(In 1829, Barnard wrote A Narrative of
the Sufferings and Adventures of Capt.
Charles Barnard detailing the happenings
by Olivia P. Isil)

 The oldest recovered boat in the world
is the Pesse canoe, a dugout made from
the hollowed tree trunk of a Pinus
sylvestris and constructed somewhere
between 8200 and 7600 BC. This canoe
is exhibited in the Drents Museum in
Assen, Netherlands.  The ancient Arabs
and Greeks used such boats as trading
vessels.   

Spring Start-up
Checklist

The following are general guidelines. Check your
owner’s manual for manufacturer’s recommendations or
procedures specific to your boat.

FUEL SYSTEM
● Inspect hoses, connections and tank surfaces for leaks

or damage
● Replace components as needed
● Verify all fittings and clamps are properly secured
● Ensure the engine, exhaust, and ventilation systems

are functioning properly
BELTS, CABLES & HOSES

● Check for cracks and brittle areas
● Ensure belts fit tightly and are not worn
● Inspect the outer jacket of control cables for
● cracks or swells, which may indicate a problem

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
● Inspect all electrical connections for
● cleanliness and tightness; corrosion may indicate an

unsafe condition
● Remove terminals and clean with a wire bush;
● Clean cable ends
● Change battery and ensure it can hold a charge
● Electrical systems should be inspected by a qualified

technician regularly
FLUID LEVELS

● Check engine oil, power steering, power trim
reservoirs and coolant levels

● Change engine oil, oil filter and drive lubricants if
these tasks were not done prior to winterizing

PROPELLERS & HULLS
● Inspect propellers for dings, pitting, cracks and

distortion
● Make sure propeller is secured properly; replace

bearings if needed
● Check hull for blisters, distortions and cracks
● Clean the hull, deck and topsides
● Ensure the drain plug is securely in place prior to

every launch
   SAFETY GEAR
● Inspect life jackets to ensure they are in good

condition; make sure there is one for each potential
passenger

● Check that fire extinguishers are fully charged,
properly stowed and are the correct class for your
vessel

● Take advantage of any safety inspections offered by
the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), USCG Auxiliary or
U.S. Power Squadron
Source: DiscoverBoating.com



MILWAUKEE HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Being we will not have a membership meeting for a few months I decided to print my report
in this month’s Runabouter, especially since a number of things are relevant to this summer’s
boating activities.  The meeting of The Milwaukee Harbor Safety Committee took place on
April 9th.  A number of individuals representing various organizations gave reports which I
have posted as follows:

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE  (NWS)
Reported by Marc Kavinsky, Senior Forecaster

A new website has been created called NWS Spot Request Page. You may request a spot
forecast of a particular marine Lat / Lon location. You then can monitor this spot for weather
updates.

As an example, prior to leaving on a cruise you can obtain a forecast of the weather
conditions at a particular location 24 hours before you plan to depart or reach that spot.   You
will receive continuous weather updates regarding this location up and until you arrive at the
spot.  So, if you are planning to cruise to Chicago for example, you can choose various spots
on your route such as off Cudahy, Racine, Kenosha and Chicago for spot reports.

Spot reports are significant since the spot you are headed for maybe very different than the
NWS report for that region.

 The NWS Spot Request Page is:
www.weather.gov/spot     or email to   w-mkx.webmaster@noaa.gov

Other sites are:
www.weather.gov/milwaukee
www.weather.gov/mkx/local-marine
www.weather.gov/greatlakes/beachhazards

Mark said they realize conditions on the lake can vary in spots they cannot detect.
Therefore, boaters should report conditions at their location if they differ from that which is
being reported and it will be broadcasted.       Call 262- 965- 2074

Due to high water there is an increased threat of lakeshore flooding and erosion especially
when N/E winds have pounding waves and pile up water.

By summer it is projected lake levels will be at 580.6 feet.  The last time it was this high was
in years 1997 – 98.    The record was 582 feet in 1992.  The NWS currently has a weather
monitor on the break wall which is open to tampering and wave action. This will be moved to
a safer place on land north of the Lake Express Terminal.



MILWAUKEE HARBOR POLICE PATROL BOAT
A 50% reduction in patrols is planned for year 2018.  Continue to use channel 16 to call the boat

for help or report incidences.

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD SECTOR MILWAUKEE
The Coast Guard will not tow you unless life is in danger.

The USCG Kenosha station has been reduced in man power and coverage.  It will only be staffed
on weekends during the summer and closed between Labor Day and Memorial Day.  Sector
Milwaukee will respond to Kenosha during weekdays.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES   (DNR)

A Milwaukee County Warden announced a major cutback.  Wardens in Milwaukee County will
be reduced from 4 to one.   This Warden will spend 70% of his time in Milwaukee County Parks
and 30% on Lake Michigan.

MILWAUKEE RIVER KEEPERS, POLICE & COAST GUARD
Continued concern for small craft such as rental Kayaks and Pontoon Boats.

By summer it is projected lake levels will be at 580.6 feet.  The last time it was this high was
in years 1997 – 98.    The record was 582 feet in 1992.  The NWS currently has a weather monitor
on the break wall which is open to tampering and wave action. This will be moved to a safer place
on land north of the Lake Express Terminal.  Signs have been made that will be posted at various
spots on the river that state, Paddlers stay to the right side of the river.  Boat rental stores will
advise customers of this.

The Air Show has been changed to July 21 & 22.

UNIVERSIY of WISCONSIN MILWAUKEE   (UWM)   by Greg Stamatelakus
They are looking for a grant for corrections and repairs for the following:

The tight turn and visibility at the Wisconsin Avenue Bridge.  This bridge needs better fenders
on the upstream side.  Also, a Riverwalk projection on east side needs larger fenders.

Long river stretches with no access to streets and poor or no access at bridges for emergency
vehicles.  Broken or non existing escape ladders.

My Comments
These meetings are well attended by various officials, organizations and stake holders.  It affords

our community to get together and discuss issues regarding Lake Michigan that would not otherwise
be addressed.  If you or our club have an issue that you would like to be addressed let me know
and I will present it.

 Wayne Happel



Club Apparel and Merchandise Clothing
and other merchandise can be purchased from
Milwaukee Boat Club’s online store at:
http://mbcwi.qbstores.com/ through Queensboro
Shirt Company

Have your own items you want embroidered with
the Club Burgee and name?  You can take or send
your items to:

Straight Up Embroidery
1190 Richards Rd.
Hartland, WI. 53029
262-367-9999
Costs are around $10 or less per item.

Classifieds Ads
Have something to sell, unload, or just
clear out the belly of your boat or
locker?  Post it here for free to
Milwaukee Boat Club members.  Send
a description and if you want, include
a photo to
david@milwaukeeboatclub.com.

Advertising Rates for The
Runabouter(Monthly publication)

 Annual rate:
¼ Page   $50

½  Page   $90
Full Page   $150

Single Issue rate:
½ page or smaller  $25

Full Page  $50
Classified Ad

Club Member Free
Non-member  $15 per issue

Club Directory
(Annual publication)

Full-page (5” x 8”)  $100.00.
Half-page (5” x 4”) $50.00

Director of Advertising: Lynda Nelson
maosey4900@sbcglobal.net

Lake Michigan
Yachting Association
For information about boating
on Lake Michigan or to join

LMYA see: LMYA.net

THE RUNABOUTER
Dave Dorner - Editor
Milwaukee Boat Club  
849 W Montclaire Ave
Glendale, WI 53217

Clubhouse:
Wauwatosa Lions Club
7336 St James St
Wauwatosa, Wi  53213

mailto:david@milwaukeeboatclub.com.

