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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS    
 
I hope everyone is having a good summer. The weather has 
been excellent for all of our boating events. 
 
Bonnie and I welcomed friends who cruised across from 
Grand Haven, Michigan, and they said the weather was 
great for both crossings. 
 
I guess most of us are staying closer to homeport except for 
Bud and Mary Martiny, who cruised up to the North Channel. 
Mary said the highlight of the trip for her was their stop at 
Mackinac Island where they got the last available slip during 
the July 4th weekend. 
 
The LMYA “Open House” held at SSYC was well-attended, 
as was MBC’s “Dinghy Cruise” on the Milwaukee River. We 
had over 30 people and perfect weather for a day on the 
water. MBC-er’s and guests met at the Pier Wisconsin dock 
at “Discovery World”, and using Dorners’ pontoon, “Does 
Knot,” as our mothership, we cruised up the river with 
occasional stops for beverages. Be sure to check out the 
photos. 
 
Our next scheduled event is the combined Milwaukee Boat 
Club/South Shore Yacht Club cruise to Port Washington on 
August 25th. Dick and Nancy Grabowski and Tom and 
Donna Budnik have reserved 12 slips total for both clubs. 
Complete details are on our website. If you can’t make it by 
boat, plan on driving to Port Washington to join the fun. Dick 
and Nancy may be reached at (414) 803-4102 and Tom and 
Donna at (414) 282-4817 if you have any questions. 
 
Information on MBC’s “50th Anniversary” event is now posted 
on our website www.milwaukeeboatclub.com and may also 
be found in this issue of the Runabouter. Please RSVP by 
August 15th for we need to know how many are planning on 
attending the luncheon at Pieces of Eight. I’m hoping that 
you will all plan on attending this once-in-a-lifetime event. 
 
I’m sure that you’ll continue to enjoy the rest of the summer. 
 

Pete Merryfield  
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

August 18 SSYC Annual Corn Roast 
 (Dancing, public invited) 

August 25 Port Washington Cruise 

September 8 50th Anniversary Celebration 

September 15 Oktoberfest at Bavarian Inn, 
Glendale 

October 9 Captains’ & Admirals’ Breakfast 

October 25 Club Meeting, 6:30 P.M. 

November 13 Captains & Admirals’ Breakfast 

November 15 Club Meeting, 6:30 P.M. 

December 1 Annual Commodores’ Ball 

December 4 Captains’ & Admirals’ Breakfast 

January 28, 2008 Club Meeting, 7:30 P.M. 
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  BIRTHDAYS 
Wish the following members a happy birthday! 

 
AUGUST SEPTEMBER 

 
2 Robert Garnier 2 Rita Tiemann 
13 Jane Knollenberg 3 Kathy Schnagl 
15 Craig Heser 7 Linda Lappin 
29 Dick Harvey 10 Juanita “Nita” 
 Swartwout 
 22 Cindy Halstead 
 24 Gloria Mitchelson 
 28 Norm Hoeffleur 
 29 Nancy Grabowski 

   
 

Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1463 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1463 
http://www.milwaukeeboatclub.com 
 
OFFICERS 
Commodore.................................... Pete Merryfield 
Vice-Commodore ............................ Grey Halstead 
Purser.................................................Dave Dorner 
Yeoman...................................... Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Membership .............. Bonnie Merryfield 
Director of Programs ........................... Jim Heyden 
Director of House & Equipment ........... Bud Martiny 
Directors of Refreshments......................................  
.................................... Daryl and Christine Grubbs 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
LMYA ..............................................Wayne Happel 
The Runabouter Editor .......................Liz Beaudoin 
Advertising ..................................... Pete Merryfield 
Scuttlebutt ..................... Mary Berg, Gloria Larsen,  
................................................... Bonnie Merryfield 
Dry Dock & Welfare.....................Charlene Zierden 
Club Sales.................................. Nancy Grabowski 

DRY DOCK 
 

Clarion Inn owner Ken Rupena is awaiting back surgery after 
a bout with pneumonia. We hope his surgery goes well. 
 
Florida resident Mary Bykowski is still homebound after her 
double hip surgery. Her femur broke after coming home in 
May, and she underwent four hours of surgery to repair the 
break. She hopes to be walking again soon. 
 

Submitted by Gloria Larsen 
 

MBC 50TH CELEBRATION INVITATIONS 
 
The e-mail invitation for the MBC 50th Celebration has been 
sent via Evite. Many have already responded.  
 
Responses received to date have been good and the 
comments interesting. Invitees can see comments and 
responses by registering at http://www.evite.com. To 
register, enter your e-mail address and select a password. 
Then choose to view your invitation. You should be able to 
see all responses. 
 
Unfortunately, some have encountered difficulty in opening 
the invitation with their web browsers. I do not know why. If 
you have trouble, contact me via e-mail: 
jeffaddie1@earthlink.net. I will send you an e-mail 
replacement outlining the details of the event. Although this 
e-mail copy will not allow the user interaction of the Evite 
invitation, you may edit and send it back to me so that we 
are sure to include you in the festivities. 
 
If you have not received this invitation, e-mail me at the 
address shown above. 
 
If you do not have an e-mail account and would like to 
participate in the celebration, call my work phone number at 
(414) 661-428I, and leave your name and home address. I 
will be sure to send you a copy of the invitation via regular 
mail as soon as possible. 
 
We need to hear from everyone who intends to attend as 
soon as possible in order to make reservations for the 
luncheon. Please respond by August 15th. 
 
We are all looking forward to the 50-year mark and recalling 
some of the great old times in casual conversation. We'll see 
you there! 
 

Submitted by Jeff Addie 
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POSTING A LOOKOUT PAYS OFF AT 
PORTE DES MORTES, (DEATH’S DOOR) 

 
On the Great Loop, Kathy and I were fortunate to become 
friends with a couple near Jacksonville, Fla., Capt. Larry 
Smithers and his wife, Ruth. They traveled north with us to 
Charleston, SC and then later left their boat in Portsmouth, 
Va. They have now picked up their boat, a 56-ft. Vantare 
pilothouse, and completed the 2000-mile trip back to Lake 
Michigan and their new homeport of Marinette, Wis. 
 
On their return trip, they had an experience they will not 
soon forget. On June 11, 2007, at about 0615, they pulled 
anchor at Washington Island and headed out to complete 
their journey. It was a great day, warm and flat Lake 
Michigan water. Capt. Smithers monitored a USCG Pan Pan 
regarding a missing 16 ft. sailboat, Precision, with one 75 
year old male on board in the area west of Washington 
Island. To be on the safe side, he and Ruth both used 
binoculars to scan the water as they traveled. 
 
At about 0755 hrs, they spotted a white object in the water 
south of Whaleback Shoal in about 70 ft. of water and 
decided to alter course to check it out. What they found was 
a tragedy. The object they had observed was the upside 
down hull of the 16 ft. sailboat, Precision, reported missing 
by the USCG. In the crystal clear water they could see the 
boat was under full sail in the upside down position. After 
checking they were able to determine that there were no 
persons on or near the craft.  
 
Capt. Smithers notified the USCG by radio and the USCG, 
Milwaukee by phone. After advising of the situation and 
location, they maintained position until the USCG arrived on 
the scene and relieved them. The USCG later notified Capt. 
Smithers that the body of the captain of the vessel was later 
recovered.  
 
I wrote this article for two reasons. First I want to commend 
Capt. Larry Smithers and his wife, Ruth. Their responsible 
actions as boaters allowed them to bring closure to a family 
during a tragic loss. They did a great job and as a fellow 
boater I thank them very much. Second, I want to remind 
everyone of a very important rule that applies to this incident: 
All boats on navigable waters must keep a lookout, in 
addition to the captain, posted at all times.  
 
In one case above, a boater’s failure to do this may have 
contributed to his death. In the other case, keeping a lookout 
allowed the boaters to recover a lost vessel at sea. 
 
These rules are not new, and every boater should know 
them. Please be careful out there. Our prayers go out to the 
captain of the vessel Precision and his family as well as to a 
very special couple for a job well done. 
 

Gene Schnagl 

DINGHY CRUISE ’07 
 

Beautiful July weather greeted us as the MBC dinghy fleet 
mobilized at the Discovery World docks across from Lake 
State Park and Festa Italiana. The mainship of the fleet was 
the carrier “Does Knot,” which accommodated the non-
dinghiers – Pete and Bonnie Merryfield, Gray and Cindy 
Halstead, George and Sam Graubner, Gloria Mitchelson, 
Barry and Pat Goodstein, Dave and Judy Dorner, and Judy’s 
brother, Mike Jaeger. Arriving by dinghy were Leo and Sue 
Wagner, Dan and Donna Danowski with guests Jim Kaun 
and friend Susan, and Daryl, Christine and son Donald 
Grubbs. Russ and Mary Berg brought dock neighbor Tom 
McElwee. Cam was reportedly in Door County on 
investigative work. It was suggested that Tom could go 
online and watch the progress of the investigations on his 
credit card site. Dennis Molloy and Pat Moran were the first 
to arrive in the area but last to dock at Discovery World. 
They assaulted the beach at Lake State Park, only to be 
driven back by remains of goose and gull and the realization 
that everyone else was elsewhere. Not long afterward, they 
discovered the fleet at Discovery World pier. 
 
From the picnic rations that everyone brought, lunch was 
served dockside. Jim and Polly Eastberg arrived by land, 
walking over from Festa Italiana where they were scheduled 
to work. 
 
After lunch was wrapped up, the fleet departed for the 
journey up the Milwaukee River. First stop was Rip Tide 
Seafood Bar and Grill to test the malts, barley, and fruits of 
the vine. There, Doug Gallus and Gail Vieira caught up with 
the armada. Next stop was the Water Buffalo Restaurant 
and Bar, where a few were tipped, and admiration was 
evident for the machine art deco of days gone by. Plans 
were made to reconvene for dinner at the Riverfront Pizzeria 
Bar and Grill. Much of the armada continued up the 
Milwaukee River in sight of the old North Avenue Dam 
before heading back to dock. 
 
Later, groups of cruisers reconvened by land for dinners of 
pizza and other delectables at the Riverfront Pizzeria for the 
end of a perfect day. 
 

Dave Dorner 
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LMYA OPEN HOUSE 

 
 

MBC’S YOUNGEST MEMBER SHOWS OFF HIS NEW SAILBOAT 
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DINGHY CRUISE 
JULY 21, 2007 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
THE RUNABOUTER Editor 
Milwaukee Boat Club, Inc. 
4050 South Barland Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53235 
 

 

   
 

     

 


